THE   THIRTY   YEARS   WAR
Catholicism, and establish Bohemia as a free and
Protestant principality. Matthias heard of the intrigue
and countered it with exceptional vigour and success.
Having summoned an unexpected and extraordinary
meeting of the Bohemian Diet, and having overawed
the assembly by lavish display of force and by fierce
menaces, he compelled the terrified magnates to rescind
the right of electing to the kingship and to recog-
nise Ferdinand of Styria as monarch by hereditary
right (A.B. 1617).
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Ferdinand at once assumed the reins of govern-
ment, although, being occupied himself in Styria
and elsewhere, he had to administer the kingdom
by means of Regents. The new regime was marked
by a vigorous crusade against all forms of religious
dissent. The Protestants (faced with extinction),
the Constitutionalists (determined to revive the right
of election), and the Nationalists (bent on expelling
the alien Hapsburgs), joined arms and prepared to
resist. They found a well-born and capable chief in
Count Henry of Thurn. Under his leadership, on
May 23rd 1618, a large company of armed men paid
a visit to the Castle of Prague in order to interview
the Regents, and persuade or compel them to cease
their persecutions, to restore the right of free election
to the kingship, to sever their connection with the
Hapsburgs. The meeting took pkce; the Regents
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